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SPIRITU 


FOR 


Times of W AR: 
CONTAINING 
A Deſcription and Prognoſtick of War. 


WI I. 8 


Chriſtian ADVICE what is to be done 


when God either Threatens, or Inflicts that 
DREADFUL JUDGMENT. 


I 4 Sermon Preached upon Jerem. X. v. 22, 23, 24, 25. 


AL WARNING 


* — — — 


— — 


Done out of French. 


Auguſtine, de Civit. Dei, 1. 1. c. 1. circ. fin. 
It has been the method of Divine Pyovilence, to correct and chaſtiſ* the 
corrupt Lives of Men, by Wars ; and al ſe, by ſuch. Affittions,:o exerciſe 
the righteous and commendal li Lives of others; and, after they have 


3 


| tinwe them here below, for ſome fart ber good ſervices. 
LONDON: 


in the Poultry. And ſold by A. Baldwin, near the 
Qxford-Arms in Marmicł.- Lane; 1701. 


| By the Author of The Method of Good Preaching. 4 


been tryed, either to tranſlate them to à better Life above, or to con- 
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eve IST t wir n d e 5 
To my Dear and Well-beloved Daughter, | 


* 


Mrs. Elizabeth Van Heythuyſen. 
My Deatelt Daughter R 


ER ſince the Lore was pleard to beftow 
yon upon ins, my Paternul AMfection Hat h 
conſtantly mute hed for, and moſt chearfully em- 
braced all oppor tunities of doing you good. A moſt 
tender Loves towards you, began, grew up with, 
and ben jon were dtfpoſed of in Marriage, 'twas 
doubled like hour elf. Exer ſince it bath been 
encreaſing and multiplying, with that lovely Of 
ſpring which our good and bountiful God bath gi- 
den on. But as there is nothing which IT long for ſo 
unicſo as your Souls, fo above all things, it fills my. 
heart with the ſweeteſt Tran ſports of Joy, to find 7 
an holy Work of Cod conſpicuous and thriving in 
jou; and behboldiſnch buddings of his Grace ( as 
Ok, | 7 


The Dedication. 
through the-tenderneſs of their Age can be ex- 


pecled) in thoſe endearing Plants, my Grand. 
children. When it pleaſed the Lord to take one 
of them from us, the wound to Nature was dee 

and ſharp ; but I can truly ſay, the hopes I had 
of its tranſlation to a far better place, was hea» 
venly and healing Balm. This World may well 
be calld a Vale of Tears, where Exerciſes and 
Aſſlictions are connected, as if the removal of one 
were to makg room for anther ; and private 
Troubles are ſwallow'd up in publick Dangers. 
You know how ſeverely God hath corrected our 
Proteſtant Brethren in France, and elſewhere; 


be bath given them water of Gall to drink. The 


Nations alſo, by warlike Concuſſuons, have been put 
into a bloody Sweat; and the Clouds are return- 


ing after the Rain; a blacker Tempeſt of deſolat- 


ing War, gathers and thickens over this part of 


the Morld. Can we, whoſe ſins and provoca- 
tions have been, and ſtill continue to be ſo great, 
flatter our ſelves with Dreams of perpetual Tran- 


quility © The wiſe Man foreſecth the Exil and 


bideth himſelf, but the Fool goeth on and is pu- 


niſbed. My great Concern for you and my ſelf 


is, that we may underſtand what courſe to take 


for 


The Dedication. 

for allaying our preſent Fears, or preventing, if 
poſſible (or if that cannot be done) preparing our 
felves to bear (when they come) impendent Fualg- 
ments. I think, more plain, more rational, and 
ſcriptural Advice, cannot be deſired, than is con- 
tained in the following Diſcourſe, which I preſent 
unto you. It contains the ſubſtance of a Sermon 
preached by your Reverend and Pious Grandfa- 
ther, Auguſt 2. 1626, upon a day of ſolemn Hu- 
miliation appointed by King Charles I, I fpew'd 
the Original, written in French by my dear Father's 
own Hand, to ſeveral French Miniſters ; who 
judged it as proper for this Time, as ever it was 
for that wherein deliver'd, and adwiſed me, by 
all means, to let it ſee the light. I have done it into 
Engliſh for more publick Service ; and here Dedi- 
cate it to your Self, with your dear and honoured 
Conſort, as ſuch a word in ſeaſon which Solomon 
compares to Apples of Gold in pictures of Silver. 
My wiſhes and prayers are for your Happineſs in 
all reſpects; and I hope the Lord will be with you 
in your preſent Circumſtances, and ſhortly make 
you the joyful Mother of another Child thereby 
(which is the Glory of Chriſtian Parents, by their 


Off-ſpring ) 


T Dibdithtiont 
Off- ring). fo mereaſe the Kingdom of of F Chriſt 


and all jours; ſo 1 moſt ſerious Ac 
euyne ſt Baltes, that Pen lay ont ybur felder 
to the utmoſt, and ue your authority over Chil- 
dren and Servants for God. Remember, and f- 
ten ponde v that noble CharaSter which Got aives 
Abraliam, Gen. 18. rg. I know hin, that he 


will cömtnh fie his children. and his Houſhold* 
after him, and they ſhall kecp the way of the 


Lord, to do juſtice and judgment; that the 
Ford may bring upon Abraham that which he 


hath ſpoken of him. As lis our honcur to be call 
(tho not the natural, but, which is far better) the 


ſpiritual Children of Abraham, let us- not flat- 
rer our ſebves, in ſaying, we 2 Abraham fo or 


Father, nnleſs we walk in the footſteps of. our 
father aba s faith, Rom. 4. 12. Then, as 


ts-ſaid of him, Heb. 6. 13, 14. When God 


made a proniſe to Abrabam, becauſe he could 


ſwear by no greater, he {ware by himſelf, ſay- 
ing, ſurely, Bleſſing, I will Bleſs thee, tht. S 
alſo we, as it follows, v. 17, 18. with. the reſt of 


the hbirs of promiſe; By two immutable things, 


in which it 1s impoſſible for God to lye, may. 


have- 


As my chief concern is for the Souls" of Fg ſelf;. 
Fe, and 


The Dedication. 

have ſtrong conſolation when we flie for re- 
fuge, to lay hold on the hope ſet before us, 
Oe. 

Great is the rage, deep the deſigns, deadly the 
conſpiracies of Antichriſtian Enemies againſt the 
Church of Chriſt at this day. Let us not fear 
them, ſo much as their Sins, any ſordid com- 
pliance with them in Doctrin, Worſhip, or Man- 
nere, ſo long as me, keep ploſezto our God, in a 
way of Faith aud Holineſs; a midſt all the Terrors 
am Confuſions of War, The LOD ll be 
the ſſield of our help, and the ſwo ur 
excellency. Then we may be ſure, tha Gd will 
let out no more of our Enemies fiery Indignation 
againſt us, than he himſelf ſees fit, and will 
Janflifie , to exerciſe and refine our Graces ; 
aud thereby alſo they will the ſooner become ripe, 
and kindle the conſuming Flames of Divine 
Wrath againſt themſelves. 


Jam, 
Dear Son and Daughter, 
Your entirely Loving and 
moſt Affectionate Father, 


John Delme. 


E RR ATA. 


Age 22. line 7, read. Bruit. p. 23, 1. 22, r. Brait. 
P- 24, I. 26, r. Brut. p. 32, 1. 29, r. Scituate. 
P. 38, I. 1, r. fartled. 


> GEES 
is 
1 
* * 
* 
— 
* 7 
i 1 19 5 ; 4 
* 13 7 Y 


| TIS 1 
* * 194 1\\ . 


Spiritual WARNING 
r OR 
Times of War. 


TER X. 22, 23, 14, 25- 

Behold the noijc of the Bruit is come, and a great commotion 
out of the North-Country, to make the Cities of Judah de- 
ſolate, and a Den of Dragons. O Lord, know that the way 
of a Man is not in himfelf : It is not in Man that walketh 
to dire his Steps. O Lord, corre we, but with Tudg- 
ment, not in thine Anger, leſt thou bring me to nothing. 
Pour out thy fury upon the Heathen that know thee not, 
and upon the Families that call not on thy Name; for 
they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured hint, and con- 
ſumed him, and made his Habitation deſolate. 


HE Wiſe Man tells us, Prov. X. 18. That the 
Name of the Lord is a ſtrong Tower, to which 
the Righteous run and are ſafe. This is verified 
in all Dangers, and Evils, both Ordinary, and 

Extraordinary, whether Famine, Peſtilence,or War ; for 

Believers in ſuch Dangers, breaking off their Sins by 


B Repentance z 
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| (2) 
Repentance ; and with Faith in the Mediator, calling 
upon the Name of the Lord, find it a ſtrong Tower, 
in which they are always late ; eſpecially when thoſe 
Graces arc advanc'd to a more lively Exerciſe on a 
ſolemn Day ot Faſting and Prayer; for as the Body, 
when not over-charged with Food is more lively, 
and fit for Action ; lo the Soul that ſanctifies a Re- 
ligious Faſt, is more expeditious in its recourle to 
God for ſafety. Hereof we have had Experience in 
times of Peſtilence, and Famine, whereby we ſhould 
be encouraged to uſe the lice Method in times ot 
threatning War. We are not only taught by Scrip- 
ture, and other Hiſtories, but ſee it to be the com- 
mon Cuſtom of all Countries, where War rages, that 
Perlons fly to their ftrong Holds for fafety, how 
much more ought we amidſt all the Dangers that 
{urround and threaten us, to fly to the Name of the 
Lord, the moſt Great and Glorious of all Tower: 
for our repoſe and ſafety? And the rather, becauſe 
frequent Experience ſhews how many ways all other 
Forts may be Deſtroyed 5 by Undermining, Batter- 
ing, or Bombarding , whereby the Perſons f2cking 
{ſhelter in them, are many times rather deſtroyel 
than ſaved : But the Name of the Lord, rightly 
fought and truſted in, is thac firong Tower which 
intults both Fraud and Violence, and remains un- 
ſhaken by all the Eftorts of the oni, of Anti- 


chriſt, or Hell it ſelf. Let us then on this folemn 


Faſting Day. by humble fervent Prayer fly to this ſtrong 
Towers, and as he that runs a Race, willingly abſtains 
from Food, an!] laies aſide unneceſlary Rayment: So 

it 
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it becomes us conſcientiouſly to uſe Abſtinence, and 
Jay aſide ſuperfluous Dreſſes on ſuch a Day whereon 
we are to run to our ſtrong Tower for ſhelter from 
a threatning War, To this we arc not only call'd_ 
by the Divine Providence; but his Majeſty, as a 
Royal Watch-Man from his high Scat, commands us 
to implore the Divine Direction and Aſſiſtance for 
himſelt and his Allics. 

In order hereunto, it is rcquifite we ſhould con 
ſider the Calamities that incite us to, and the Diredli- 
ons that inſtruct vs i this Duty; both which are 
comprebended in the Words of the Text, which 
we purpole brietly to Explain, and then more largely 
to Apply. 

In theſe Verſes then we have, r. The Deſcription 
of a great Calamity impending, v.22. 2. A Diredion 
how we ought to bchave our ſelves in ſuch Circum— 
ſtances in the three following Verſes. 

Firſt, The Prophet foretells the Jews of a great War 
that was ready to fall upon, and overwhelm them. 
Rightly to underſtand this Matter, we muſt conſider, 
1. That the People of the Jews had. greatly Sinned 
and backſlidden in matters of Faith, Worſuip and 
Manners ; for which Ged had not only reproved them 
by divers Prophets, but Cheſtered them by divers Tuds- 
ments. 2. That not being Retormed by all thete, he 
threatens them with a total Deſtruction, by the In- 
vaſions of ſuch Encmics as would overchrow them 
and their Eſtate intircly. This 1s the Summ of ma- 
ny Sermons Preached by this Prophet; and parti- 
cularly the Subject inſiſted on from v. 17. of this 


B 2 Chap, 


(4) 


Chap. to the firſt verſe of our Text, which. contains 
a more particular Confirmation of what he had de- 
nounced againſt them. For, 3. The People for the 
moſt part were Incredulous and Obſtinate, flattering 
themſelves, and being deceived by falſe Prophets, 
they thought the Evil would not come, or at leaſt, 
paſs over them as former Calamities had done, and 
God would deliver them as he was wont. But lo! 
the Prophet wreſts from them this vain Contidence, 
by telling them, 1. he moſt certain coming of a 
potent aud cruel Enemy. 2. The deplorable effec of 
his coming: Wherewith the more to affect them, he 
repreſents him as at the Door, Saying, Behold the 
noiſe of the Bruit is come, and a great commotion out of the 
North-Conntry, to make the Cities of Judah deſolate, and a 
Den of Dragons, q. d. You will not believe me, nor the 
© other faithful Prophets of God, but rather your own 
* vain and fooliſhConfidences, and the lying Suggeſtions 
of thole that flatter themſelves, and yor , in a courſe 
* of all Impicty; but 'tis certain, whether you believe 
* itor no, that a full Judgment is at hand, an intire 
Conſumption is determin of the Lord; tor behold 
the Enemy is come ; the Tyd7zzesare, not only. come. 
but the Adverſaries themſelves bring them, and their 
Voice is heard, and that to Deſtroy, not only all the 
* Inhabitants, but alſo all their Dwellings. This we ſhall 
underſtand more particularly, it we obſerve ho- the 
voming of the Enemy is deſcribed, and for what cnd. 
As for his coming, it is delineated, 1. By the par- 
ticle of Attention, Behold. 2. By the Hearing, or 
the noiſe of the Bruit. 2. His powerful Entrance, by 
lallying 
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ſallying forth of the Enemy, and a great commotion. 
4. The place from whence he came, from the North- 
Country. By all theſe. he gives us to underſtand, not 
only. who the Enemy was, but how certainly and power- 
fully he came againſt them. 

The Encmy coming from the North-Country , de- 
notes that it was the King of Babylon, with his Chal- 
deans, who dwelt North of Judea. Thus he is of- 
ten deſcribed in this Prophecy, Fer 1. 13. The Lord 
thews the. Prophet a Seething pot, the face whereof was 
towards the North. V. 14,* 15, 16. And thus Jn- 
terprets it. Lo, I will call all the Families of the King- 
doms of the North, ſaith the Lord, and they ſhall come, 
and they ſhall ſet every one his Throne at the entring of 
the Gates of Jeruſalem, &c. And he not only dil- 
covers who the Euemy ſhould be, but informs them 
that he ſhould be mot miſchievous and cruel, as he 
had deſcribe him in the foregoing Chapter; and 
farther deſcribes him in the following Verſe, in that 
he ſhould come from the North; for the fierceſt and 
ſtrongeſt Winds came from the North, Jer. IV. 11, 12, 
13. He is calld a dry Wizd from the high places in 
the Wilderneſs, not to fan or cleanſe, but a full Wind, 
(i. c.) to blaſt. He ſhould come np as Clonds, his Cha- 
riots ſhould be as a whirl Wind ;, his Horſes ſwifter than 
Eagles, &c. Jer. V. 15, 16, 17. Amighty Nation, whoſe 
Language thou knoweſt not; their quiver is an open He 
pulcher.. They ſhall eat up thy Harveſt and thy Bread, 
thy Flocks , thine Herde, thy Vines, thy Fie-Trees. 
They ſhall impoveriſh thy fenced Cities, wherein thou 
truſtedſt, with the Sword. More particularly Chap. VI. 


V. 23. 


2 
— . 
- 

= 
— 
vw 


— 
, - ©? * 

—_— > — > * . 

1 — A2 182 RE ” & 
* 2 — * Er E 5 — 
—— — 
3 — 3 8 
* . a 
* . 3 . 
* _ = 


— 
— 
— 


3 — 


mh 
o : 


4 — 8 
OY 
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v 23. They are called 4 People from the North Coun- 
try, and repreſented to be moſt terrible, ec. Chap. 
XXV. 9. God threatens to bring all the Families of th 
North under Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon that ſhould 
witerly deſtroy the Land, make it an aſtoniſhment, hiſſing, 
and a perpetual deſol ation. 

To repreſent this diſmal and amazing Matter more 
to the Life, he ſays, Pehold, lift up your eyes and 
you cannot but ſee it. Again, The 70i/e of the Bruit, 
according to the Original, The Foice of the hearing, 
brought by the Enemy bimfelt, againſt which you 
ſnall not be able to ſtop your Ears, as you have 
done to the Word of the Lord. Chap. IV. 15, 16. 
He deſcribes his Extrance at Dan ; the terror where- 
ot made the Prophet cry out 2. 19. My bowels. i 
bowels, I am pained at the Heart, &c. And Chap. VIII. 
16. The ſnorting of his Horſes is heard from Dan, and 
males ihe whole Land to tremble, &. 

The coming of the Enemy is not only certain, but 
ihe. end of his coming is to deſtray, therefore he calls 
it a great Commolion ; and ſays, Chap. VI. v. 3. He comes 
like a Shepherd with his Tlocks to feed. And Chap. IV. 


v. 7. Breaking out of his thicket. The deſtroyer of the ' 


Gertil.s is on his way: He is gone ſorth from his place 
to make thy Land defolate, and thy Cities ſhall be laid 
waſt without an Tuhabitant. 

The horror of this DeſtruFion is held forth in the 
words of making the Land Deſolate, and a Den of 
Draeens, q. d. »The Inhabitants ſhould not only be 
© Deſtroyed, but their Places poſſeſſed by wild Beaſts 
and Dragons. Serpents that uſcd to brecd in the 

Rubbith 


3 >) 4 
Rubbiſh of demoliſhed Walls and Houſes. Their to- 
tal Ruine is declared particularly. 1. A!! their In- 
hubitants ſhould be ſlain or led captive. 2. Not ſmaller 
Villages and weaker Towns alone, but the largeſt and 
ſtrongeſt Cities turn'd to Deſarts. 3. That not only Mem, 
but uſeful Beaſts ſhould periſh, and none remuin but hurt- 
ful Ones and Dragons. By ſuch Expreſſions the Pro- 
phets uſe, to deſcribe the utter Ruine and Deſtruction 
of Cities and Nations, as Jer. XLIX. 33. And LL. 37. 
And Ie. XXXIV. Thus we have had the terrible De- 
ſcription or the Babyloniih Invaſion, becauſe they 
would not liſten to the kinder Voice of the Lord 
by his Prophets, calling them to Repentance, they 
are forced to hear the dreadful noiſe of their fatal 
Enemies. Beholil, faith the Prophet, The noiſe of the 
Bruit is coe, and a great commotion from the North- 
Country, to make the Cities of Judah deſolate, and 4 
Den of Dyagons. 

To mak? all this more profitable by a ſuitable Ap - 
plication to the pretent Times. We may here, as in u 
Aſi», behold the tad an! diſmal Effects of War; 
an as by a1 Alu nacb learn when to expect them. 

A3 for the Firſt, tho no Tongue nor Pen can fully 
deſcribe the xliſeries of War, yet ſomething we hence 
learn for our Inſtruction; as Firſt the noiſe of the 
Bruit, the very rumor fills the Soul with Horror, the 
Body with Trembling. As the Prophet ſpeaks, Jer. 
VI. 24. We hav? heard the fame thereof, our hands waz: 
feeble, Angniſh hath taken hold of us, and Pain as of 
a Woman in Travul. This is doubled by a Report, 
not only of the Enemy as coming, but already cone. 


Agaja,' 
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Again, The Prophet deſcribes it further, Fer.-VI. 25. 
And X. 17. And VIII. 14. and IV. 6. He bids them ſecp 
out of the Field, and the high Way, leſt they fall 
on the Enemies Sword. He repreſents Confuſion, and 
Cries of Perſons of all ſorts flying away. He bids them 
gather up their Wares and retire into the defenced Cities. 
He declares the firſt Fury of Enemies giving no 
Quarter, but cutting all in pieces, carrying De- 
ſtruction with them after the frighted flying Prey, 
deſtroying fruitful Fields, pleaſant Gardens, Ranſack- 
ing and Burning pleaſant Houſes. And Chap. IV. 13. 
The Enemy is reprelented Coming np as Clouds, and 
Thundering and Lightning down a Tempeſt of Ter- 
rer and Deſtruction every where. Hr; Chariots like 
a Whirlwind, which breaks down Trees, and overturns 
Mountains. His Horſes ſwifter than Eagles, which, as 
King of Birds, fly faſteſt to the Prey. 

Thele may be call'd the beginning of Sorrows, it 
compared with what follows in the Belicging and 
taking of Cities. As the Prophet threatens, Jer. IV. 
17. As keepers of a Field they are againſt thee 
round about, &c. This is attended with a thouſand 
Evils. If the City be taken by aſſault, then is ful— 
filled that Word of the Prophet, Jer. IX. 21. Death 
is come up into our Windows, and entr d into our Pa- 
laces, to cut off the Children from without , and the 
young Men from the Streets. And Jer. VI. 11. The fury 
of the Lord is pour'd out upon the Children abroad, and 
the Aſſembly of young Men together. Yea, who can de- 
clare the Violence, Rage, and Inſolency of proud 
Conquerorsin Plundring, Killing, and leading 8 
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If the City bravely ſtand ont for a- while, That 
Defence is attended with the Fatigue of conſtant 
Watchings, the hazard of ftarding in Breaches, the 
hard labour of repairing them, the Sinart of Wounds, 
Pinching Famine, and Raging Diſeaſes (even the Peſti- 
lence it felt ) that ordinarily attend it; and after all, 
when the City ig taker, the foregoing Miſeries of 
the Siege, are followed and encrealed by the pre- 
vailing Fury of the Enraged Conqueror. He often 
lays the City in Aſhes: The mifcrable People that 
have the happineſs of efcaping with their Lives af— 
ter the Sorrow of beholding their Subſtance poſſeſſed 
by the Enemy, mult endure the Reproach and Affliction 
of being themſelves led Captive. One would think 
it (ſhould lance the Hearts, and tap the Eyes of the 
Savage Conquerors themſelves to review the Trage- 
dy that was written by their own Swords. To ſeo 
ſome Slain with Swords, ſome craſhed under Horſes, 
ſome Burnt in their own Houſes, /oz#2 almoſt pined 
and fainting thro' Hunger, ſore halt Dead of their 


Wounds, and gaſping and groaning out their Souls; 


Heaps upon heaps; The Dead Bodies of Husbands 
and Wives, Parents and Children embracing each o- 
ther, in turning over the Rubbiſh of Demoliſh- 
ed Cities, to behold it moiſtened with Blood, mixt 
with Limbs and mangled Carkaſſes; Men and Wo- 
men, Rich and Poor together; Nobles Slain, and 
in their own Cloaths covered with Rubbiſh for a 
Monument. 
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Thee are the Calamities to be expected where 
Got ſends War: It turns pleaſant 2 into horrid 
Aceldama's, and Fields of Blood, covering them ith 
Dead Bodies, like Dung that is ſpread over the Face 
of the Ground. 
And indeed, tho the Inſtruments of this Hav dck and 
Deſolation; be the Wickedeſt and moſt Cruel of Men; 
yet the Lord (who is the Juſt and the Good) is the 
Soveraign Author, who ſends em as a Puniſhment 
upon great and incorrigible Sinners. Is there any 
Evil in the City (making it a Deſolation and Place 
of Dragons) which the Lord hath not done? cer- 
tainly none! Therefore Jer. IV 6. And I. 15. 16. And 
FX. II. He foretells, and threatens for their Sin, 15 
bring evil from the North. To call all the Kiy gdoms 
of the North againſt Jeruſalem, and the Cities of Jada 
to make them a Neſolation and Dens of Dragons. And 
to ſhew that the Lord, tho' by wrighteons Inſtry- 
ments, Righteonſly miflids theſe Judgments, in this, 
and the foregoing Chapters, he gives us a Catalogue 
of their Sins: As alſo Chap. V. v. 9, 29. And IX. g. 
Becauſe thou hiſt been Rebellions againſt the Lord, &c. 
Thy ways and thy doings have procured this unto thee, 
&c. Shall not I viſt, 15 ys God, for theſe things? Shall 
not my Soul be avenged 01 ſuch a Nation as this? 

If this Voice of the Lord here relating to the peo- 
ples Puniſhment for their Sins, ſeems to contradict 
the Voice of the Church, Pſal. XLIV. 17, 18, 19, 20. 
AI this is come upon us, yet have we not forgotten thee, 
neither have we dealt falſely in thy Covenant, &c. We 
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muſt underſtand, 1. The Church there ſpeaks not 
of Her Innocence in regard of God, but of her Op- 
preſſing Enemies, who Deltroyed Her not for Her Sizs 
againſt God, but for her Serving God, and becauſe She 
would not forſake the true Religion for abominable 
Idvlatries, as appears from v. 22. 2. The Church 
don't ſpeak of Her Innocency before the War, but of 
her Patience, and Conſtancy under the Perſecut ion, in 
which way it was Her Duty to ſeek, and She did 
expect Deliverance from God. And the Church here 
ſeems to have reſpect unto the Barbarous Perſecution 
under Arntiochus Epiphanes. 

In the portraiture of the xjuſt vielences of War, we 
may read the juſt treatment of God's Anger againſt an 
incorrigible ry: Oy for rheir Sins. If they will not 
hear his Voice by the Prophets, he will call the He- 
ſenſible Creatures to witneſs againſt 'em, as Fer. VI. 19. 
Hear, O Earth, behold I will bring evil upon this people, 
even the fruit of their own Thoughts, becauſe they have 
not hearkned unto my Words, but have rejefed my Law. 

Wherefore when a Land is threatned with War, 
as ours is at preſent, we ſhould eſteem it to be threat- 
ned with a very great and fearful Calamityi, not to 
be derided and ſlighted, but trembled at; for War 
brings not only Troops of Soldiers with it, but of 
Evils too. God commanded Ezek. Chap. IV. to de- 
ſcribe upon a Tile, the dreadful Seige and entire 
Deſolation of Jeruſalem, to awaken the People out 
of their wretched ſecurity : To rouſe up our ſelves, 
therefore let us review the little Map of War that 
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hath. been preſented to us, and liſten to the Voice, 
of Ged that Thunders not from Heaven only, but 
from Earth too. 

The, more to affect us, let us turn cur Ears. a 
while from the Mulick of pleaſant Fields, and Flouriſh- 
ing Cities, to the doleful Accents of War; as they 
found from Jer. VII. 31. Pl cauſe to ceaſe the Voice of 
Mirth and Gladneſs, ihe Voice of the Bridegroom and of 
the Bride, for the Land ſhall be deſolate. Let us alſo 
ſer before our Eyes our plcaſant Habitations turn'd 
into Dens of Dragons, and Neſts of Vermin. Where 
we ule to Repole our ſelves on Beds of Down by 
Nieht, and ſpend the Day in Diſe hargiug the Duties, 
and cjoying. the Comforts of Lawtul and Proficable 
Callings, behold Frogs and Toads Croaking and 
Skioping forth upon us. The Ravage of War may 
oon produce this diimal Scene: Therefore let us rather 
-wilely apprehend and ſeriouſly conſider the dangers of 
War, than like vain Perſons, or Muck-worms ſpend 
Gur Time in fooliſh wanton Dreſſes, or diſquiet our 
Hearts with caring Cares, and tremble for fear of 
God's Judginents : As the Prophet advited that great 
King, Breat off our Sins by Righteorſneſs, and our Ini- 
quities by ſhewing tere to the Poor. Whilſt Mar is 
call'd for by inconfiderote Fools, and ſuch as make 
a Trade cn't; let us: pray for Peace, and the pre- 
ſervation of the Kingdom, Saying with the Church, 
Pſal. CXLIV. 11, 12, 13, 14. Rid me, and deliver me 
from the hand of ſtrange Children, whoſe Month ſpeak- 
eth vanity, and their right hand is à right hand of falſe 
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hood. That onr Sous muy bs at Plants: gnomm up it thait 
Tenth: That our Danehters may be as Corner Stoner, 
poliſhed after the ſimilitude of a Palace : That our 
garners may be full, affording all manner of Store : 1hat 
our Sheep may. bring farth thouſands, and ten thouſands. 
in our ſtreets; That our Oxen may be ſtrong to labour x, 
that there be. no breaking in, nor going out ʒ that there 
be nc complaining in our ſtreets. Happy is that Poople 

that is in ſuch a caſe, _ 
Where the Lord threatens War 2gainſt a People, 
we may conclude they have gricvouſty offended: him. 
As when a Righteous: Prince paileth Sentence upon 
any Family in his Land, that it's Woods be cut up, 
H »utes Demoliſhed, Caſtles levelFd with the. Ground, 
Great and Small put to Death, their Bodies expoledt 
to the Wild Beaſts of the Field and Fouls of the Air, 
we. may certainly infer from thence, that Family. 
hath greatly ottended: So much more we may con- 
clude, that a Nation is guilty of hainous Sins, and, 
very high Provocations, when the molt Rightcous, 
King of the, whole World paſſeth on it, a Sentence of, 
War which brings ſuch Evils along wich it. 
Therefore when we are not only intulted by the. 
Bravadocs: of the Enemy, but the Word and Provi- 
dence of God frown: upon, and threaten. us, let us. 
acknowledge our Guilt, and deeply humble our ſolves 
before the Almighty ; not only with a Natural Grief. 
mourn for fear of the Evils that threaten us, but 
with a Godly Sorrow bewail the Sins and Rebcllions . 
whereby we have provoked the moſt, High. Let. 
ug not cry out, Oh! the Evils that are coming, but 
Oh! 
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Oh! the Sint that are the cauſe of em, and have 
rovoked ſo good a God to threaten and ſend them. 
his we ſhall do if we are wiſe, or will be taught 

by the allwiſe God, Fer. IX. 12. Who is.the wiſe Mar 

that ma * 4 VR this, and who is he to whom the Mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken , that he may declare it, for 
what the Land periſheth, and is burnt up like a Wil- 
derneſs, that none paſſeth through? The Lord is brought 
in Anſwering, v. 13. Becauſe tbey have forſaken my Law, 
which I ſet before them, and have not obeyed my Voice, 
neither walked therein; v. 14. But have walked after the 
imagination of their own heart, and after Baaline, which 
their Fathers taught them. 

Neither ought we to think our ſelves excuſed 
from this acknowledgement and humble Confeſſion 
of our Sins, becauſe we are honoured with the Pra- 
felſion of the Mord; for ſo the Jews enjoyed the Law, 
when this dreadful Judgment was denounced againſt 

them. We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt the Profelſus 0 

the pure word, and the pure profelſzon of the Word. 

As they horribly tranſgreſſed the Law which God 

gave them by groſs and open Corruptions in Worſhip 

and Manners: So we no leſs abuſe the Goſpel we 
injoy, by like Impieties and Tranſgreſſions: Neither 
ſhould we boulſter our ſelves with thoughts of our 

Enemies, Hereſies, and Idolatries ; for tho' we are 


advanced far above them in reſpect of the Religions 


profeſſed on both ſides; yet the goodneſs of our Re- 
ligion makes our abyſe of it the greater; and this 
conſideration ſhould teach us to lay our hands on 
100 2 91 | our 
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our Mouths, and our Mouths in the Duſt, acknow- 
ledging aur ſelves Rebels againſt that God who 
denounceth War againſt us. It is an Argument, ra- 
ther of the greatneſs of our Tranſgreſſion againſt 
the Lord, that he not only threatens ſuch heavy 
Judgments: againſtlus, but uſeth ſuch unjuſt and furiour 
Inſtruments to inflict. them; as it what feerned rigo- 
rous in other Caſes, were not ſuffecient to puniſh 
our Sins. 

Now , as the Miſeries of War have been as it 
were in a Map ſet before our Eyes; let us con- 
ſider what are the Prognoſiicks of that dreadful Judg- 
ment, when approaching. 

1. The firſt, and more general, is this, When for- 
mer Judgments have not reformed a People, it is to be 
feared they are foreruners of great Ruin, yea, total De- 
ſtruction by cruel Enemies. This we. plainly ſee in 
the Sandton of the Covenant that God made with the 
Fews, which is Recorded Deut. XXVII. Levit. XXVI. 
Where for incorrigibleneſs under leſſer Judgments, 
God threatens to puniſh them Sever ties more, and 
if ſtill they remain incorrigible Sever times more, and 
again Seven times more; and when nothing elſe 
will do, he threatens to ſend a SW OR D to re- 
venge the Quarrel of his Covenant. A Mar that 
ſhall bring all other Judgments along with it, and 
ſuch a Deſolation at which their Mortal Emnenres 
themſelves ſhall be aſtoniſhed. 

This, alſo, is what Reaſon it ſelf teacheth us, con- 
ſidering the Righteouſneſs of God, that he will 
not always ſuffer his Goodneſs to be abuſed, and 
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his Grace tarn'd into wantonneſs. *Tis the Good- 
neſs, Gentleneſs, and Cletnency of God, not to de- 
ſtroy a Nation at once, but by his Word, his Rod, 
and lefler Judgments, to Inſtruct, Correct, and Warn 
them to flee from greater. But when they deſpiſe 
this Goodneſs of God, that ſhould lead them to Re- 
pentance, and go on after the hardnefs of their 
impenitent Hearts, they preſumptuouſly treaſure up 
to themſelves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath and 
Revelation ot a more Righteous Judgment: When 
. milder; Remedies are not ſuflicient to Cure the Malady, 
. Canſticks and Inciſions muſt be uſed: When the Plough 
can't Purge the Ground, the Thiſtles and Thorns 
muſt be ſtub d up and Burnt with Fire. The Gibbet, 
Sword, and Rack mult be imployed, when Bonds and 
Stripes do not reclaim the Malefactor: When People 
protit not by leſſer Judgments, tis ealy to preſage 
that greater are at hand. Abuſed patience turns ino 
fury. Lev. XXVI. 27, 28. Fe will not for all this 
he fen unto me, ſaith the Lord, but will walk contrary 
unto me ; then will I alſo walk contrary to you in fury. 
And then denounces againſt them all the extremities 
and hardſhips of a deſolating War, as he doth in 
our Text. J 
According to God's threatning in the Sanction of 
the Law, we find he dealt with the Jewiſh Church, 
in the whole courſe of his providential. Ditpenſu- 
tions towards them. He hath uſed the ſame Method 
alſo with the Chriſtian Church, The Greek Churches, 
at this Day, not receiving Inſtruction from thoſe 
Earthquakes, and other leſſer Judgments that God ſent 
| a mongſt 
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amongſt 'em, but corrupting the Faith, and growing 
ſecure in their impenitency, have been Invaded, Con- 

uered, and Groan under the Barbarous Yoke of a 
7 Tyrant. And, alas! we have ſeen the 


like in many Reformed Churches, for contradicting 


the Bleſſed Light of the Reformation, and not taking 
warning by 13 Corrections, crouds of Judgments 
have invaded them, and they are trampled under foot 
by Autichriſtian Oppreſſors. 

Now to bring this Rule home to our ſelves, and 
judge of our own Caſe thereby; have not We reaſon 
to fear ſome heavy Judgment? The Plague and other 
ſevere Corrections that are paſt, ought 
not to be forgotten by us, eſpecially Since then the 
conſidering how little we have been . 3 
Reformed by them. Differences and „ Cl Wart 
Diſſentions amongſt Proteſtants (till con- , Plague, 4 
tinue, and are a very uncomfortable ing Fire be- 
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Exerciſe. Inſtead of in ward Reforma- D 17 750 
- xpen/ryelVars 
tion of Heart, even outward Amend- mich foreign Ene- 
ment in Garb and Geſture is ſtill to be r. | 

deſired amongſt perſons of a better Character. What 
then ſhall we ſay to the Errors and Hereſie that are 
Rampant in the Land? The Drunkenneſs, Swearing, 
Whordomes, and Prophanes that every where abound? 
Let us not flatter our ſelves with reſpect to this and 
other Proteſtant Nations (which tho' yet preſerved, 
ſeem to be in the ſame Guilt with our ſelves). Our 
former Judgments ought to be eſtecmed not only as 
Rods, whole ſmart we have felt, but alſo Comets which 
portend far heavier Stroaks are coming on us, unleſs 
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we reform our ſelves, and make our peace with God. 
But alas | What ſtupid Security, refuſing to receive 
Correction, are weguilty of? The very Sins for which 
God threatned the Jews by this Prophet, Jer. V. 21. 
and II. 30. and VIII. 6, 7. Is there not Injuſtice and 
Fraud in dealing amongſt us? Of which the Lord 
complains in them. Jer. V. 26. They laid ſnares for 
each other. Doth not Lying and Slandering abound 
amongſt us, as they did amongſt them? Jer. VI. 2, 8. 
They walked in SJanders ;, and IX. 3. They bent their 
Tongues like their Bows for Lyes. Is Hypocrifie leſs a- 
mongſt us than amongſt them? Jer. IX. 4, 5. When 
the Prophet bids em, To take heed every one of hi, 
Neighbour, not to truſt a Brother, they would utterly 

ſupplant each other, Ver. 8. They ſpake peaceably with 
their Months, but in their Hearts they lay wait. Jer. 
IX. 23. They confided in their Wiſdom, Strength, and 
Riches, rather than truſted in God.. Is there not too 
much of this ungodly vain Confidence amongſt us 
Doth not the height of Impiety amongſt us, equal 
that which was in them? Of whom the Prophet ſays, 
Fer. VI. 15. and VIII. 12. Were they aſhamed when they 
committed abominations © They were not aſhamed neither 
could they bluſh. Are not we as ready to juſtifie our 
felves as they? Jer. II. 35. Thou ſayeſt becauſe I am in- 
uocent, ſurely bis Wrath ſball turn away from me. And 
may not we fear God (hould ſay to us as he did to 
them? Lo I will plead with thee, becanſe thou fayſt I 
have not ſiunedl. 

Twas a great Sin, indeed; that provoked God to 
denqunce War, when the greateſt as well as the mear- 
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el were Corrupt, Yer. V. 3 1. The Prophets propheſied 
Lies, the Prieits bare rule by their meant, an; the eo- 
ple loud to have it ſo. Again, Jer. VI. 13, 14. and 
VIII. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. From the leaſt to the greateſt, 
every one gave himſelf up to dliſboneſi Gain : As well the 
Prophets as the Prieſts, all dealt falfly, healing the hurt 
of the danghter of my people ſlightly, ſaying peace, peace,and 
behold there was no peace. He that hath an Ear to hear, 
let him hear, 

It becomes us to take notice of the Sins we are guil- 
ty of, and withal conſider the Judgments deſerved by 
them, and to be expected for them, without a ſpeedy 
and ſerious Repentance. Then we ſan@ifie ſuch a 
Faſt as the Prophet did, Dar. IX. who confeſſed, and 
bewailed, his own Sins, and the Sins of others, both 
ſmall and great. dee 

Be perſwaded ſeriouſly to read over Amos IV. The 
Lord there, mentioning ſeveral Judgments which he 
had inflicted, after every one of them ſays, Tet have 
je not returned unto me. And behold what follows, 
v, 12, 13. Therefore thus will I dounto thee, Q Iſrael, and 
becauſe ! will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, 
O Iſrael. For lo, he that formeth the Mountains, and 
created the Wind, and declareth unto Man what is his 
thought; that maketh the morning darkneſs, and treadeth 
upon the high places of the Earth, the Lord, the God of 
Hoſts ic his Name. p 

But becauſe Perſons love to flatter themſelves with 
hopes of Peace, Let us conſider what may be objected 
againſt the former Doctrine. Ader 
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Obj. 1. The Jews promiſed; themſclues munch, becauſe 
they were the People of God; the Babylonians Worſhipp'd 
Idols, but they had God's Temple amongſt the. 

Sol. To this God Anſwers. Jer. VII. 4. Truſt ye not 
in lying words, ſaying, The Temple of the Lord, the Tem- 
ple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are theſe ; and 
ver. 9, 10, 11. Will ye Steal, and Murder, and commit 
Adultery, and Swear falſly, and burn Incenſe unto Baal, 
and walk _ other Gods whom ye know not, and come 
and ſtand before me in this Houſe, which is called by my 
Name, and ſay we are delivered to do all theſe Abomi- 
nations? Is this Houſe, which is called by un Name, be- 
come 4 Den of Robbers in your Eyes? Behold I have ſeen 
& ſaith the Lord. Ver. 12. He ſends them to fee what 
be had done to his place that was in Silo. And . 14. 
threatens to do the like to Jeraſalem. 

Obj. 2. God be thanked we have many good Men a- 
moneſt us; if God promiſed to ſpare Sodom for the ſake 
of Ten Righteous Perſaus if they could have been found 
there, we hope that for a greater Number he will ſpare 
Us. 

Sol. It is not a common Rule with God, that for the 
ſake of ſome Righteous Perſons, he will always ſpare a 
wicked Nation; for Jer. XV. 1. He declares that tho' 
Moſes and Samuel ſtood before him, his mind could not be 
towards that people. And Exzek. XIV. 14. Tho Noah, 
Daniel, and Job were in it, they ſhould deliver but their 
own Souls, Likewiſe in ae (when under the threat- 
ning and infliction of the Babyloniſh 2 there 
were many excellent Perſons, as Jeremy, Baruc, Exeſiel, 
Daniel and his three Companions. Jer. XXVI. La 
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The Princes and all the People took Jeremiab's part a- 
gainſt the Prieſte that would have put him to Death. 
Godly Ebedmelech had thirty that ailiſted him in draw- 
ing Jeremy up out of the Dungeon ; and yet notwith- 
ſtanding, for the Incorrigtbleneſs of the Multitude, 
the Land was made Delolate, and a Den of Dra- 
ons. 

a Obj. 3. Some will ſay, God hath often delivered his 
Church, even in all Countries, and eſpecially in this, as in 
the Tear 1605, and 1588. 

Sol. It is true indeed; and would to God we did re- 
member ſuch Mercies with more humble Gratitude, and leſs 
vain Confidence. We know alſo, that God hath often- 
times delivered [ſreal as from the Invation of Serache- 
rib e And Jer. XXXVII. 5. The Siege of Jeruſalem by 
Nebuchadnezzer was once rais'd, and that not long be- 
fore God ſent him againſt it a ſecond time, and deli- 
ver'd it into his hands. Expectation of future Delive- 
rance from reflection upon pat Mercies, is a vain Con- 
fidence, where it is not accompany'd with Obedience. 
Where perſons abuſe former Deliverances by ingrati- 
tude and preſumption in Sin, they mult not expect that 
God ſhould always multiply Deliverances, but rather 
whet his Sword for ſharper Judgments, even total Ru- 
in and Deſtruction. 

Let none then in word or thought alledge any thing 
from the World or the Church againſt the apparent 
Threatnings of God. Nothing is to be oppoſed to 
em but Repentance; thereby Deſtruction will be ſwal- 


lowed up in Victory. Jer. VII. 3. Amend. your mgr 
an 


| „ 
and _ wer, faith the Lord, and I will you ts 
dwel in this place, b. | ** | 

2. A ſecond judiciary Rule is this. Nen « People 
will not hear the Voice of God by his Prophets, they are 
like to hear il News from the Mouths of deadly Enemies 
The | Jews would not hearken to the Word of the 
Lord, and Behold the noiſe of a Brute to make the Land 
Deſalate, and a Den of Dragons, And to the ſame pur- 
pole ſaith God by the Prophet 1/azah, Ja. XXVIII. rt. 
(which is alſo noted by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 14-21.) With ſtam- 
mering Lips and another Tongue will I ſpeak to this 
People. And, indeed, it is but juſt with God not to 
fufter his Voice, which is fo ſweet, always to be de- 
ſpiſed. He will not endure that his Law ſhould al- 
ways be flightcd, and much leſs his Goſpet. When a 
King funds Rebels deaf to the Monitors of Peace, he 
tends'!eralds and Soldiers that ſhall make them Hear and 
feel too. 2 Chron. ch. ult. v. 15. God Summon'd then 
to Repentance by his Meſſengers, becauſe he had com- 
paſſion on his People. Ver. 16. They mocked God's 
M engere, deſpiſed his Word, and abuſed his Prophets, 
uni the wrath of the Lord aroſe upon his People, that 
there was uo remedy. Their young Men were thin by 
the Sword in the Sanctuary: No pity was ſhewn to 
any Age or Sex ; the Temple was burnt, with the Pa- 
laces of the Kings and Princes; the holy Veſſels were 
carry d away to Balylon All that eſcaped the Sword 
were made Captives by Nebnchadnezzer, and, continued 
Slaves to himfelf and his Sons until the Kingdom of 
the Perfeans. bad.” I , | . $2. 
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The Lord ſpake thus not only once unto the Jews, 
but twice alſo; for after the Babyloniſh Captivity he 


ſent them Prophets, John Baptii?, Chriſt his own Son, 


and the Apoſtles ; by theſe Meſſengers he invited them 
to the Marriage-Supper of his Son, Matth. 22. But 


fome Deſpiſed, and others Perſecuted, for which the 


King was wroth, ſent forth his Armies, and Slew 
thoſe Murderers. By the Romans he executed a dread- 


ful Vengeance -=_ the Jews for their Contempt of, and 
Violence againit the Goſpel. 


So likewiſe many Chriſtians in the Eaſt and Weſt 
ſtopp'd the Ears of their Hearts, if not their Bodies, 


againſt the Voice of. the Lord, for which they have. 


heard the barking Tongues, and felt the ſharp Teeth 


of Turks, and Remans. And to apply this Rule to 


our ſelves. Is it not to be feared, that We likewiſe 
ſhall hear the Voice of Dreadful Enemies, conſidering 


the Careleſsneſs, the Security, the obſtinate Reſiſtance 
in the ot, the Slowneſs and Heavineſs of the Beit 
in Hearing the Voice of the Lord, where his Word is 


Preached in purity and fimplicity ? Is there not al- 
ready a Brute in the Land ? A. great Commotion a- 
mongſt us, as if all the Families of the North were 
coming to Viſit us? There is a Combination on Foot. 


Whole Countries Beyond-Sea are moved. Many 
Churches are Deſolated: As with reference to the 
Jews, the Saying was, Evil comes out of the North; ſo 


we may ſay, From Rome proceeds all Evil againſt 
Ehurch and State, againſt the Faithful in Chriſt. I 
lay, might they have their Will in all Proteſtant Pla- 
ces, they would leave no Inhabitants, bnt Beaſts of 


prey, 


( 24 
prey, Owls, and Dragons, Monkes, Prielts, and Perſe- 
CHEOYS.. 

Let us not then flatter our ſelves, or turn a deaf 
Ear to the Voice of God, leſt being unprofitable un- 
der gentle Teachers, he turn us over to rougher Ma- 
ſters. If we refuſe when God diſplays the white Flag 
4 Mercy, what muſt we expect next to behold, but the 
Bloody Flag of Defiance? It, like the deaf Adder, we 
{top our Ears againſt the charming Voice of the Goſ- 
ſpel, how juſt is it with God to break our Heads by 
the heavy Club of the fierce Enemy? As when the 
Voice cannot awake the Perſon ſleeping, the Hard is 
uſed to thruſt and pull him; ſo when we ſnort ſo 
ſecurely in our Sins that the Voice of the Word can- 
not rouze us, what muſt we expect, but the rough 
Hand of the Enemy, to vex and torments us out of 
the fatal Lethargy. Awake, awake then to the Voice 
of the Lord, as you have it, Jer. VI. 8. Be thon inſtru- 
ted, O Jeruſalem, leſt my Soul depart from thee, leſt I 
make thee deſolate, a Land not inbabited. 

The Noiſe of the Bruit ſounds in our Ears. There 
arc great appearances of, and preparations for War. 
What ſhould we do then? Let us follow the Advice 
of the Prophet in the latter part of the Text, O Lord, 
I know that the way cf Man is not in himſelf; it is not 
in Man that walketh to direct his ſteps. O Lord, correct me, 
but with judgment, not in thine anger,leſt thou bring me to 
nothing. Pour out thy fury upon the Heathen it at know 
thee not, and upon the Families that call not upon thy 
Name : For they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, 
and conſumed him, and have made his habitation "ye ws, 
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FTheſe Words are a Directory, how to carry our 
. in ſuch an Accident; I ſhall conſider them in 
connection with the former verle, and then take 
notice of the particular Scope and Aim of each 
verſe apart; for thus we ſhall the better draw forth 
the In ructions, wherewith they preſent us, how to 
act and think when God threatens , Or inflicts the 
Judg ment of War. 

The general Direction is, That in ſuch Caſes we 
muſt have recourſe to the Lord, with acknowledge- 
ment and Supplications, as appears by the Connecki- 
on of thele verſes with the former]; for v. 23. he ſays, 
O Lord, I know the way of Mar is not in himſelf, 
8c. And then v. 24, 25. proceeds to Prayer, O Lord, 
corre# me not, &c. And here he may be looked up- 
on as the Mouth of the whole Church, or we may 
eſteem it as an Act of the Church Praying by bim; 


forelecing War coming upon the Church, he flies the 


taſter to God; This we find to have been the uſu- 
al Practice of the faithful Prophets and Prieſts. As 
Moſes, Aaron, Sanmel, and this 3 when he could 
not prevail by Preaching to them, he is moſt Ear- 
neſt, and Inceſſant in Pray ing for them, till God for- 
bids him to Pray any longer, and declares, that be- 


cauſe of their obſtinacy , he would not hear his 


Prayer for them. 

Let the Lord's faithful Servants 81 by the A- 
nalogy. of the Holy Scriptures, when they foreſce the 
Miſcries and Calamities of War approaching, not 


only gravely admoniſh the People, but put up their 


fervent Prayers for them; as they are Gods Mouth 
10 
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1 the People, o they are 8 Ie 
Therefore as the Prophet exhorts, my II 17. 
them that. ſerve ſr wp Altar, ſay , Lord, fave 5 
people; de not make them the Song of the Nations: 
Why ſroutd. they ſa y amongſt. Prim, now where is their 
God 2 / Abou all Men, ſuch ſhould beware of draw- 
ing down God's Judgments. upon the People, as 
the corroupt Prieſts and Prophets in Jeremiab's time 
did. As 2 and Phineas by their wicked Lives, 
made the Lord's Worſhip to be abhorted by the Na- 
tions, and pull d down his Judgments upon the 


8 themſelves. Ohl that thoſe Whom 'the Tord 


th ſet as Watchmen upon the 'Walls of Zion, 
would watch over themſelves, and for the Church ; 


not only give warning of the Lord's Wrath com- 
ing on the Church, but. cry mightily for his Mer- 
ende it, as Habakbuk did, Chap. III. 2. 0 Lord, 
4 thy Voice, and mat afraid. 0 Lord, revive 
thy work in the midſt of the years, is the midſt of 
the years make ' known; in we. rewe mertcy. 
Tho this be the pecial Duty of Miniflers, yet 


tis not to be neglected by private Chriftians. - When 


the Watchman ſounds an Aland ſhould not every one 
cry to Arms? The Arms F mean, are Prayers and 
Tears z tis twicœ mentioned by Solomon, Prov. XXII. 


3. 
And XXVII. 12. De 6 foreſoetß the evil, and 
hideth* himſelf ; but the fool. paſſeth om auc is dunifhed. 


Where and how ſhould Chriftians hide themſelves. 


but by, Humiliation, Repentance, Faith, and fervent 


Prayer, flying to the Name of. hy Lord, which iS 
à ſtrong Tower ? 


When, 


— 


(0820 
f When the Lord's Prop le LA out to Battel, Nu. 
X. S, 9. tlie Prieſts ts commanded to blow with 
Trumpets, which contained a warning to the Peo- 
and a cry to God, 2 Chron. XIII. 14, 15. When 
A was Aflaulted before and behind with nu- 
merous Enemies, the Prieſts did not only blow their 
Trumpets, but the People lifted up their Cries, and 
the Lord ſmote and diſcomfited their Enemies. 
And Chap. XIV. 9, 10, 11, 12. When Zerah the Ethio- 
prart with a thoufand thogſand Men, and three hun- 
dred Chariots came againſt Judab, the Prieſts did 
not only blow the Trumpets, but Aſz and his People 
cryed unto the Lord, and the Lord ſmote the Brbie- 
ang before them. As great a Mercy was beſtow- 
ed upon Jehoſha hat, Chap. XVIII. 31. when ready 
to be Slain by the Ne. And Chap. XX. when 
Aſſaulted by hs Moabiter, Ammonites, &c. u pon, his 
crying to the Lord he obtains Deliverance from the 
former, and a glorious Vifory over the latter. 80 
likeyife T Chron.” V. 20. The Children of Reuben, 
Gad, 1 half” Tribe of Manaſſeb, in great Di- 
ſtreſs; crying to, the Lord, he was intreated by 
them, and ſubdued their Fnemics for them; and en- 
riched them with their Spoils. To add one In- 
ſtance more, 

In the utmoſt Diftreſs, "when Sende herb by 'R ab- 
ſbekub infulted Hezekiah, and Blaſphemed God, Iſa Chap. 
XXXVI. and XXXVII. we find whata glorious Victory 
that holy King by deep Humiliation, and fervent 
Prayer obtained againſt his proud and Pen Enc- 
my. 


E2 | By 


CE.) 

By theſe Examples we are Lange and encouraged, 
when under the Commination of War, to apply our 
felves to Prayer, wherein we mult be fervent and con- 
ſtant. When Moſes held up his hands, 1/rael prevailed; 
when he let them down, Amalek prevailed. Faſting is 
a proper means to humble our Bodies, and promote our 
fervency in Prayer. Therefore our Prophet, Jer. IV. 
6, 7. And VI. 27. upon this thteatning from the North, 
calls them to put on Sackloath, lie in Aſhes, and mourn as 
for an only Son. Such NMiortifications, according to the 
Diſpenſation they were under, became an Holy Faſt. Our 
Saviour ſaich, Mat. XVII. 21. That ſome ſort of Devils 
go not out but by Faſting and Prayer. The ſame may be 
{aid of ſome ſort of Enemies, nothing elſe will ſcatter 
them. Let us then Faſt and Pray to Cod, that he would 
not ſuffer our Enemies to Invade, and make our Land 
a Den of Dragons, nor make thoſe Proteſtant Churches 
(which are yet out of his power) a Deſolation, as 
he hath done too many already. 

Read over with Attention F/. CII. which is in- 
titled A Prayer of the Afiited when he is overwhelmed, 
and poureth out his compl aint before the Lord. It be- 
comes all ſerious Chriſtians at this Day, thus to pour 
out their Prayers before the Lord, both themſclves 
and the Church of God. 585 5 

The old Ceremonies of renting Garments, uſing 
Sackcloath ann Aſhes do not concern us; but with 
our Father Abraham (it we, are. his Spiritual Chil- 
dren) let us remember that we. are Duſt and. Aſhes, 
unworthy of Mercics. Let us mortifie. our Bodies 
with Faſting, rent our Hearts for Sin, which der 

Jn ſerves 
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ſerves all ; and worſe than the Enctiiies! threaten us; 
and for Sackcloath cover our ſelves with Shane, 
and with Tears bewail our Tranſgreſſions. 

The foreſight of Hazael's cruelty againſt Iſrael, 
made | Eliſha weep, 2 Kings VIII. 12. The news of 
his Brethrens A iction in Juclea, made Nehemiah” 
Mourn , and Faſt, and . Neben. I. 3, 4. God 
ſpared wicked Abab, becauſe upon the threatening of 
Judgment he humbled himſelf, tho' not lincerely. 

Review the Map of War that hath been ſet before 
you, and think whether you could abſtain from 
bitter Mourning, ſhould thoſe Miſeries and Calami— 
ties come upon you? How much more would it 
be for the Glory of God, tlic Spiritual Advantage 
of our own Souls, ſincerely and deeply to bewail 
thoſe Sins for which God threatens to overwhelm 
us with a Deluge of Water; then we might hope 
to lee a change upon the Face of Providence, and 
behold the blackneſs of that Cloud which hangs 
over our Heads, turned into the Meridian Bright- 
neſs of ſafety and proſperity, and then we ſhall tind 
cauſe to bleſs God for our danger. 

Let us have. our recourfe to the Lord, and him 
only, not like our Enemies, who, as if their God 
were not ſufficient to ſavc them, by abominable 
Idolatry , give his Glory to the. Creatures, to An- 
gels and- Saints, and call in He's and She's to help 

im. 


Let us in publick Aſſemblies, endeavour with one- 
Heart and Voice to lift up our Prayer to God ; as 


in. the Text the Prophet reprefents the Church, where 
all. 


all. the People þ * E 4 they were n ono 

Man, cry out, O 4, corredt me not, & c. 

Let in our Camille and Cloſets, every one a 
ticularly ſhould- labour in this Work z and 1 
ny, complain; of inability for Prayer, let fuch fea 
over the Prayers, made in times of War, and Dan- 

r from cruel Enemies, Recorded in Scripture, as in 

e Pfalmsof David, and thoſe of other Godly Kings 
= Prophets, as particularly that of Aſaph, 2 Chron. 
XIV. 11. And Jehoſhaphat's Prayer, 2 Cinch XX. The 
Text it ſelf is a Directory for Prayer on ſuch occa- 
ſions. The three laſt verſes contain three Heads: of 
Inſtruction. 

1. Head, v. 23. O Lord, I know the way of Mar 
is not in himſelf; it is not in Man that walketh to 
dire his way. Theſe Words contain a general Ac- 
knowledgment of humane Weaknels in all Actions; 
But I ſhall not inſiſt on them againſt the pretended 
Forces of frec-Will; nor yet, as the Jews do, apply 
them to the Enemy, as if their meaning was, That 
the Bal lonians dic not, could not invade their Coun- 
try without the Permiſſion and Commiſſion of God, 
tho that be a'great Truth; but conſider them with 


reſpect to the Matter in hand; and therefore it is as 


if the Church had ſaid, 0 Lord, ſence it is thy plea- 
* ſure to ſend ſuch a Judgment upon us for our ſins, we 
* acknowledge there is nothiug in us which cam poſſiblj 
urn it away: all our Counſels and all our Prepara- 
© tions can do nothing againſt thy juſt and holy Will. 
Without this acknowledgment we can never be 
rightly deſpoſed-i under che threntningf or infliction 


4 


Of 


Sende 


(11) 
df. God's Judgments. The common fault 6f Men 
is to place 4 vain ebnſidence in the meats” which 
| they uſe; either Lawful or Unlawful. Thus the Jews 
were for confiding in their Allies and Confederates 
otin their Fortreſſes and ſtrong Cities. With reference 
| to the former, it is faid, Jer. II. 18. /b haſt thor 
to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the Waters of 
Sihor 2 Or what 500 thor to do in the way of Aſſyria to 
| drink the Waters of the River? And v. 36. Why gaddeſt 
| thon about ſo much to change thy way? thon alſo ſhalt be 
aſhamed of Egypt as thou waſt of Aſſyria. With reſpect to 
the latter, their confidence in their Forts, Jer. VIII. 24. 
Why do we fit ſtill? Aſſemble your ſelves, let us enter 
into the defenced Cities, and let us be ſilent there, for 
the Lord onr God hath put us to ſilence, and given us 
Mater of Gall to drink, becauſe we have finned againſt 
the Lord. Are not ill adviſed Chriſtians too Subject 
to the fame - vain Confidences when God's Judg- 
ments do approach? Their Words and Actions do 
molt evidently witneſs it; but the Prophet here 
taught the Jews, and teacheth ns to acknowledge; 
that all Helps are incapable to deliver from the 
Threatnings and Hand of God. 29 V7. IH" 
The meaning hereof is not that we ſhould neg- 
le& the uſe of lawful means; that negligence is 4 
Sin, the contrary a Duty; but when moſt prudent- 
ly and diligently. 'we ſe means, we myſt ©, not. 
truſt in them: For thus ſaith the Lord, Jer. XVII. 5. 
Curſed is the Man that truſteth in Man, and maketh* 
Fleſh hit arm, and whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord. 
Therefore with a diffidence in all Creatures, we muſt 
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190 
learn to place our truſt in God alone. Upon the 
threatning of this War, the Lord ſays, Jer. IX. 23, 
24. Let not the wiſe Man glory in his wiſdom, neither 
let the mighty Man glory in his might, neither let the 
rich Man glory in 2 riches ; but let him that glori- 
eth, glory in this, That he underſtandeth and knoweth 
me to be the Lord, which exerciſe loving kindneſs, judg- 
ment, and righteonſneſs in the Earth; for in theſe \things 
1 delight, ſaith the Lord. | 

Let us not therefore vainly confide in any Perſon, 
or truſt in any Creature whatſocver, to skreen us from 
the juſt wrath of the Almighty: _- | | 

Let us not be puffed up in our long enjoyed Peace, 
and great Proſperity above other people, Eſal. XXX. 
5, 6. In his proſperity, David ſaid, I ſhall not be moved. 
But how doth he corre& himſelf ? Lord, by thy Fa- 
wour thon haſt made my Mountain to ſtand ſtrong. Thou 
didſt hide thy Face and I was troubled. Neither let 
the Narnral Strength of our Land deceive us: For 
ſuch vain Confidence how is Edom threatned ? Fer. 
XLIX. 16. 1% terribleneſs hath deceived thee, and the 


pride 4 thine Heart, O thou that ng in theclifts 


of the Rock, that holdeſt the height of the Hill; tho' thou 
make thy Neſt as high as the Eagle, I will bring thee 


down from thence , ſaith the Lord. v. 17. Alfo Edom 


ſhall be a Deſolation. 


. Nineveh had long, Peace and Prof] perity, yet is threa- 


tened, Nabum I. 12. Tho' they be. quiet, and likewiſe 


many thus ſhall they be cut down, &c. Nineveh was ſictuate 


in the midſt of the Sea, and hard to be come at, 


gal eſcape 


yet Nabur III. 8. God threatens it that it ſpeuld po more 
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JT eſcapethen populous Ne ; that was ſcituate amongſt the Ri- 

5 vers, bad the Waters round about it, and whoſe Rampart 
| wasthe Sea. 

Let Creature's help and ſtrength be what it will, 
Uleſſings never ſo many and great, by truſting in 
| them, we provoke: God to make them temptations to 
our Enemies to attack us; and inſtead of protecting, us 
ſay unto us, as Jer. II. 37. Thon ſhalt go forth from 
him, and thine hands upon thine head , for the Lord 
hath rejected thy vain confidences. Then let all in 
general, and every one in particular, ſay as we are 
inſtructed by the Pſalmiſt, P/a/. CXV. 9. 10, 11. 0 
Iſrael truſt thon in the Lord be ig their help and their 
ſhield. O houſe of Aaron, truſt in the Lord : he is their 
help and their ſhield. Ye that fear the Lord, truſt in the 
Lord he is their help and their ſhield. This acknow- 
* ledgment we are taught to make in the Text, from a 
' diſtruſt in our own Wiſdom and Power, to ſay, O 
Lord, I know that the way rf Man is not in himſelf. 
| meither is it in him that walketh to direct his ſteps. 

ad. The Second Head of Inſtrudtion,isin v. 24. which 
teacheth us two things. 1. Submiſſion to God's Chaſt- 
izement, Correct ue. 2. Deprecation of the extremity 
of his Anger, but with judgment , not in thine anger, 
leſt thou bring me to nothing. | 

1. In ſaying, Corre# me. The Church doth not 
ſhift off God's Fatherly Judgments, but acknowledg- 
ing that ſhe hath deſcrved all he ſends, and more, 
ſubmits under his Hand, and kiſſeth his Rod. In 
order to this ſubmiſſion we ſhould have, 1. A true 
ſence of our Sins, and their deſert. 1. A Childlike 
Diſpoſition, to bear the DivineChaſtiſement. 3. Patience and 
Humility under the rod. F There 


ö 


(340 
TDere muſt be a ſence of the deſert of our Sint ; for we 
ſhall, never, as we ought, prepare for Afflictions to 
bear them with Repentances, till we ſay. with the 
Penitent Thief, Luke XXIII. 31. We receive things 
worthy of our evil deeds. Tho our puniſhment, like 
his, be full of ſmart, and ignominy too. 

| Without ſubmiſſion to Gods Chaſtizements, we (hall re- 
belliouſly kick againſt the pricks of his Judgments: And 
not like David, when caſt out by the Rebellion of his 


Subjects, which was headed by his unnatural Son, 2 Sam. 


XV. 25, 26. Say, If I have found. favour in the Lord's 
Sight, he will bring me back again, &c. But. if be ſay, 
I have no delight in thee, here I am, let him do with 


me that which ſeemeth good in his ſight. Or like Eli 


when he heard God's terrible Judgments denounced 
againſt his Family, 1 Sau. III. 18. It is he Lord, let 
him do what ſeemeth him good. If theſe great Ex- 
amples are beneath us, let us follow the Son of God 
himſelf: If with him we Pray, Father, if it be poſſible, 
let this Cup paſs (that we may do) let us alſo add, Never- 
theleſs not my Pill, but thine, be done. | 

Without Humility and Patience, we ſhall ſay with 
Cain, Gen. IV 13. my puniſhment is greater than I can 
bear. Inſtead of carrying it like ſilent Aaron when 
Fire from the Lord Burnt up his two Sons (Levit. X. 
3.) Or like David, Pſal. XXXIX. 10. I held my peace 
and opened not my mouth, becauſe thou didſt it. 

When. we carry it thus under God's Judg- 
ments, they will be to the Glory of the Lord, there- 
by rebuking Sin, for our own good, exercifing our 
Faith. and Patience, and quickning us to Repentance, 
| tos 
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for the Edification of our Neighbour, who will be 


warned thereby to take heed of offending that God, 
who will not {pare his deareſt Children. Letus there- 
fore ſay with the Prophet, O Lord, Corre# me; but 
withal beg, that he would not ſuffer us to be tempted 
above what we ſhall be able to bear ; and this leads to 
the ſecond thing contained in v. 24. 

2. The deprecation of the extremity of his Anger, O 
Lord, Correct me, but with Judgment, or Meaſure, not 


in thine Anger, leſt I be brought to nothing, q. d. don't 


run away, or refuſe thy Correction, but* O my good 


God and Father, I entreat that it may not be accord- 


ing to the greatneſs of my Sins, but the littleneſs of 
< my Ability to bear it; not according to the greatneſs 


of thy provoked Juſtice, but the greatneſs of thy re- 


„ conciled and reconciling Mercy through thy Chrilt, 
my Saviour, and my Lord, that by, and in the midſt 
of all thy Judgments, I may not be loſt, but reform- 
« ed to thy Glory, and my everlaſting Salvation. This 
is what all in general, and every one in particular, 
ſhould do in the midſt of God's threatned, or felt Judg- 
ments. 

Sometimes God puniſheth according to the greatneſs 
of Sin: This utterly deſtroys, as in the Reprobate, that 
is called Wrath; with reſpect to the EfeF not Affection. 
Sometimes He inflicts ſuch Judgmeuts as perſons are by 
him enabled to bear. Under theſe they ſubſiſt Tempo- 
rally, or at leaſt are improved Spiritually, and their eter- 
nal Salvation 1s thereby promoted. In the heavieſt 
Judgments he ſends upon the Church, he never ſuf- 
ters it quite to be deſtroyed, that the wicked may not 


F 3 Triumph, 
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Triumph, as having their whole deſire upon God's 
Children; that his people may not be driven to de- 
{pair, but a Church be ſtill preſerved in the World to 
glorifie him. 

Therefore when we deprecate the Extremity of 
God's Anger, | vet 

i. We muit acknowledge that our Sins deſerv2 more 
than God inflids or threatens. Zophar tells Job under 
his great Afflictions in Eſtate, Relations, Body, and Spi- 
rit too, Job XI. 6. God exadtteth leſs of thee than thine Ini- 
quity deſerveth. For Rom. VI.. ult. The wages of fin is 
Death, i. e. eternal Death, becauſe oppoſed to that e- 
ternal Life, which is the Gift of God, by Jeſus Chriſs. 

Obj. If it be Objected, Iſa. XL. 2. That the Church re- 
ceived for all her Sins double. 

Sol. Tis not to be underſtood of Her own Afﬀicti- 
ons, but the Sufferings of Chriſt 5 tor tis before ſaid, 
Her Iniquity was pardoned, which is only done through 
Christ. 

We muſt never think that God threatens or ſtrikes 
us ſo much as our Sins deſerve. Since the Father hath 
committed all Judgment to the Son,: He may as. juſtly 
{ay to us, as Solomon s Son unjuſtly ſaid to his Subjects, 
My Father chaſtized you with Reds, but Iwill chaſtize 
you with Scorpicus. 

2. As Rebels that came with Ropes about their Necks, 
yet cry. for Mercy, and the pardon. of their Offeucies : 
So in the depth of our Humility we- may pray, 
That God would not Correct us according to his Anger 
for that would reduce us to nothing. To this end we 
ſhould always have in our Hearts and Mouths the 


Prayers 
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Prayers of the Godly in their Affliction, Pſal. VL 2. 
Lord rebuke me not in thine anger, and do not correct me 
in thy fury, have mercy upon me. Hab. III. 2. O Lord, in 
judgment remember mercy. 

3. We ought herein to have or chief reſpect to the 
Glory of God, and the Churches Salvation, that there 
may remain a People on the Earth to praiſe him. There- 
fore we ſhould uſe that Expreſſion for thy Name's 
ſake. And the Fſalmiſt's Argument Pſal. CXV. 17. 
The dead praiſe theenot, Q Lord, neither they that go down 
into ſelence. tries | | 

Now, more particularly to practice this Submiſſion 
with Deprecation, Let us ſubmit our ſelues to God, as 
the Apoſtle exhorts, axes IV. 7. for not having yielded 
him acłive Obedience, let us render him Paſſive; and 
not having Obeyed iz dong his Will, let us Obey in 
Suffering according to it. Children and subjects turn 
errand Rebels, when having deſpiſed the Command- 
ments of their Fathers and Princes, they alto refuſe 
and fly from their Chaftiſements. Since the Authority 
of God over us, far tranſcends that of Natural Fathers, 
or. Civil Princes, let us, as good Children and loyal 
Subjects, humbly ſubmit to the Chaſtizements he is 
pleaſed to ſend for our Sins, earneſtly deprecating the 
fierceneſs of his Wrath, entreating that he would gra- 
ciouſly temper his Corrections with Mercy, and not 
utterly conſume us. | 
U pon a great provocation, the Lord by Moſes calls 
the Children of Iſracl, Exod. XXXIII. 5 6, 7. &c. A 
Tiff necked People, and threatens immediatly to conſums 
them. Therefore ſays He, Put off your Ornaments: that 
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1 may know what to do unto von. The People ſtarlted at 
theſe amazing Tydings, Put off their Ornaments and 
mourn before the d. Here's an Example of Submiſ- 
fron with Deprecation. The Lord mitigates their de- 
ſerved puniſhment, and promiſes his Preſence to con- 
duct them. Thus it becomes us to behave our ſelves 
when we have kindled the Wrath of God by our Sins, 
and the procedures of his Providence cite us to ap- 
pcar before him, to receive Correction. 

The heavy Judgments of God, under which ſo ma- 
ny Churches groan, and the former Corrections which 
we have felt, and by which we have been ſo little 
profited, are ſad prognoſticks of an approaching Wrath. 
Let us then caſt away ourVanities, and with the Pro- 
phet, Dar. IX. 8, 9. acknowledge that we have ſinned. 
Our Kings, our Princes, and all Ranks and Degrees of 
Mer, tor which to us belongeth Shame and Confuſion 
of Face; but to our God belongeth Mercy. O Lord, 
corre me therefore but with judgment, not in thine anger, 
leſt thou utterly conſume me. And turn your Prayer a- 
gainſt the Enemy, which leads us to. 

3d. The Third Head of Inſtruction inthe Text,v.25. | 
Pour out thy fury upon the Heathen that know thee not, and q | 

indon the Families that call not upon thy Name. Theſe words 
contain an holy Imprecation again{t the implacable 
Enemies, and obſtinate Perſecutors of the Church: 
They are a Prayer not only againſt their Councils and 
Actions, but their Perſons too. 
Obj. But doth not this ſeem contrary to the words of 


Chriit, Mat. V. 44. who commands us to Pray for our 
Enemies. 
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Sol. I Anſwer, No; if we conſider and obſerve, r: a+ 
gainſi what Enemies. 2. How, 3. For what end. 4. In 
in what way; all, which being retained in our Minds, 
may ſerve as ſo many Motives exciting us to this Duty. 

1. 'I1s not againſt private and particular Enemies 
(concerning whom that Commaudment of Chriſtmay 
be underſtood) but againſt the publick Enemies of (2:4 
and his Church. They know not God, they call not upon 
his Name. And as they have not, they abhor the true 
Religion; their great Defire, Deſign, and Delight is 
to devour Jacob. 

2. Conſider the manner how this Prayer is to be ma- 
naged. We muſt not pray againſt ſuch Enemies in par- 
ticular, but againſt their confederated Body, and impi- 
ous Aſſociations. Jeremy directed not his Prayer againſt 
Nebuchadnezzer, orany other perſon in particular, but 
* againſt Atheiſtical Nations, and adverſe Families in ge- 

nueral ; when the Prophets pray'd againſt particular 
4 Perſons, they did it by particular I»ſpiratioz, and as 
| Types of our Lord, pronouncing Sentence of dreadful. 
| Judgments againſt his ſworn Enemies. We have no 
ſuch extraordinary Spirit. And when the Diſciples, 
| Luke IX. 55, in 1mitation, as they thought, of El:as, 
were for calling down Fire from Heaven upon -the 
Heads of the Suwaritans , our Saviour rebuked, ard 
told them, They knew not what Spirit they were of. 
Particular Enemies, how great and violent ſoever, may 
be converted and turned into eminent Inſtruments of 
God's glory, and the Churches good. Saul, from a 
cruct Perſecutor, was turned into a Paul, a zealous Prea- 
cer of Chriſt, was not! only converted from a Melf 
- into 
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(40) 
into à Sheep, but became a faithful Shepherd. Nebu- 
chadnezzar himſelf, as ſome Divines both Antient and 
Modern, conclude from Dau. IV. was truly Humbled, 
Converted and Saved; therefore we muſt be careful 
how we pray againſt particular Perſons, at leaſt ab- 
ſolutely: But as we pray for all Men in general with- 
out prejudicing God's Juſtice againſt ſome : So we 
ought to pray againſt the wicked in general, with- 
out prejudicing his Mercy towards any in particular. 

3. We are not to pray againſt the bulk of. the 
Churches Enemies, but for very good Ends, viz. the 
Glory of God, the preſervation of the Goſpel, the 
deliverance of the Church, the adwancement of true 
Religion: When for theſe Ends we pry againſt the 
Churches implacable Enemies, we ought not to Re- 
Joyce in, but rather Condole the Milery of Mankind, 
rejoycing only in the Glory of God, and the Chur- 
chesAdvancement, which riſe out of their Deſtruction. 

4. And to conclude, we ought not to pray againſt 
them, with impatience, and a reveng ſul Spirit, but only 
from a Principle of holy Love to the Church, and 
pure Zeal to the Glory of God; for the Faithful never 
ought to be cruel, but ſuch meek Ones, whom the 
Lord hath promiſed to Bleſs, and make them to in- 

herit the Earth. 

Obſerving theſe Rules, we may and ought to pray 
againſt the numerous and proud Enemies of the Church. 
Weare taug'1t this in the Text, and Pſal. LXXIX. 29. 
if God will make us hear their hideous Voice for our 
Sins, he will not deſpiſe our humble Cry, againſt them, 
and for hisMercy. . ; 

Can 
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Can we behold the Church overwhelmed, and al- 
moſt Shipwrack d in a Tempeſt of War, and not cry 
out, with the Pſalmiſt , .Pſal. LXVIII. 30. Rebuke the, 
company of Spearmen, the multitude of the Bulls, with the 


Calves of the people, till every one ſubmit himſcl 


F with 


pieces of ſilver, ſcatter thou the people that delight in Var 
When the Enemies come to devour like Beaſts, like 
evil Beaſts, we ſhould pray againſt them. When we 
behold nothing but plundring of Churches, Corrupt- 
ing all Men and Things; when nothing but the 
Churches utter Deſtruction will ſatistie them; Can 
we chooſe, but like Paul, with an holy Zeal cry out. 
Gal. IV. 12. I wiſh they were cut off that trouble 


ha 2 2415 
But ſome Object, our Enemies are Chriſtians 
therefore not to be prayed againſt. I Anſwer, 


3. a nd ; 
Such 


were thoſe, whom Paul deſired, that they might be cut 
off ; not only Chriſtians, but ſplendid Dodlors, in ap- 
pearance, tho in reality notorious ſeducers, The Roma- 
ziſts allume the Title, not only of the Chiſtian, but 
the Catholick Church; and yet they are not only, Se- 
duced , but Seducers too, violent Perſecutors, andi 
{worn Enemies of true Chriſtianity, and all ſuch as 


profels it. 


They may well receive the Characters of thoſe in 
the Text, againſt whom theſe fulminations are called 
for from Heaven, for, 1. They know not the Lord, they 


profeſs to know him, but in works deny him, being 


abo-. 


minable, and to every good work reprobate. Such of 


them as wear names of Prieſts, like Eli's Sons, 1 
II. 12. They may be called Wicked, that know 1 
wap 4 LH 11er 0 G : 


Sant. 
ot the 
Lord. 
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Ford. 2. —— Nauk bf the Lond. They 
hive ti6t; hay Batt the pute Wofſhip of God: They 
oftener invoke Argely. aid Sainte, both He's and She's, 
than God and Chriſt. 3. They devour Facob, the true 
ops to the utmoſt of their power, by Calunmies, 
Cenſures, Fire and Sword. Therefore we may pray 
againſt them in the Words of the Prophet. Pour our 10 
fury upon the Heathen that know thee not, and upon the 
Families that call not upon thy Name, for they have eaten 
a Jacob, aud devohrred him, and. conſumed him, and 
made his habitation dleſolute. 
But ſome-pretended peace-Maker will fay, Were it 
not hettex to moderate Controverfies in Religion, and 
reconcile our ſelves to them? I Anſwer in the words. 
of the faithful, Fer. EI. 9. We wonld have healed Ba- 
Mau, but ſje would not be healed ; forſake her, and let 
uf go every one to. his own Country, for her Judgment 
rruchrth unto Heaven, ant is lifted np, even unto the Skies. 
Our ſeeking an Agreement renders them more Ob- 
durate. Sad Experience teaches that hereby they 
t the npper-hand of us. So that on this Account 
Lord may fay to us, as ro the Jews of old, Jer. 
XIII. 21. What wilt thon ſay. when thou art puniſhed? 
For thou haſt taught them to be Captains, aud as chief 
2 thee. Shall nat ſorrows take thee, us 4 Woman in Tra- 
veil ? 3 IM 
Let not then this fine pretext of moderation hin- 
der our neceſſary Prayers againſt the publick Ene- 
mes of. God, his Truth and Church. | 
Let perſons of pretended good 'Aﬀettionts, part ſtakes. 
with the World, the Fleſh, Satan and Anti-chriſt ; bat 
| | let 


let | usbe more faithful to true and pure Reli- 
gion, which, like that God from whom it comes, 
ſhould be indiviſible, and ſay with Hely Conſtancy, what 
Roms faid once with haughty Inſolency, I yield to none, 
not to Fleſh and Blood, not to Principalities andPowers, 
not to the World and Anti- chriſt; when they com- 
bine with utmolt Rage and Fury againſt us, let 
us cry out, unto our God, Pour out 74 fury upon the 
Heat hen, &c. 651111 | 1397. 

And hereunto we ſhould be the more animated by 
what the holy Scriptures declare concerning Anti- 
chriſt, particularly Rev. XVI.” That he will pour out the 
Vials of his Wrath upon the Artichriſtian Empire. 
And V. 16. Upon the Seat of the Beaſt. Oh! that the 
Zeal of God's Houſe would eat us up. Oh! that our 
Prayers may be as Whips and Scorpions to drive out 
of ithe Temple theſe Peſtilential Wretches that have 
turned the Church of God into a Den of Thieves; 
they rob the World of Peace, Men of their Subſtance 
and Inheritances, by Fraud, Oppreſſions, and unjuſt Wars 


which they procure; they rob their deluded Potaries * 


of their Money and their Souls too, by their preten- 
ded Pardons and mercenary Indulgencies ; they rob 
God and Chriſt of their Glory, by giving their Wor- 
ſhip to Creatures, and ſetting up humane Satisfactions. 
And ſhall not holy Indignation fire our Souls againſt 
them? O let us cry unto the Lord, in the words 


which his holy Spirit dictates, and are more Hir than 


Ours, ſaying, Pour ont thy fury upon the Heathen, &c. 
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- Alſo we may aſſure our ſelves, that ſoonet:or later 

God will pour out his Wrath upon the Enemies of: the 

Church. The Prayer in the Text hath been long ſince 

anſwered: upon Old Babylon. She hath-bcen her ſelf 
made a Deſolation and a Den of Dragons, notwith- 
ſtanding her Grandure, Wealth and Power, even over 

the Church of God it ſelf, according to the prediction 

of her Fate, Jer. L. 39, 40. And. hath New Myſtcal 

Babylon been leſs? yea rather more Wicked and Cruel 

againſt the Church of God:::: Hearken to her Doom 

as:publiſhed by an Angel deſcending: tram: Heaven, 
3 a loud Voice for all ro hear; Rev. XVIII. | | 
1, 2c I ix fallen, it is fallen; Babylon the Great, and is 
become the babitatien of Devils, the hold, of every fowl 
Sparit, aud the Cage of every unclean and hatefid Bird. | 
And in the following part of that Chapter, we read C 
of. the Lamentation and Amazement of her, Admjrers = 
at. her ſore. Deſtruction. 

Therefore. in the. yd, of Wars and Confuſions we 
may inſult over the New, as the Jewiſh Church did over 
the 014 Babylon, Pfal. QXXXVIL. 8, 9. O Daughter of 
Babylon, mbo art tobe deſtroyed, 5410 ſhall he be that 
rewardeth thee as thou haſt ſerved us., Happy ſhall. he be 
that, taleth ard daſheth thy little ones ;againſt the Stoner. 
Rev. XIX. 20. It's ſaiq; particularly concerning the 
preſent Enemies off the Church. The, Beast is taken, 
«nd with iz the falfe Pnopbet that wrought miracles ber 
fore him, whereby he deceived them that hid received the 
mark of the. Beaſt,» and them. that warſhiped, his Image; 
and theſe both were caſt alive into the lake of fire burning 
with Brimſtane. He that eateth, up the King's Goole - 


— 
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(as faith the Proverb) ſhall void the Feathers an 
Hundred Years after. So the Enemies of the Church 
that eat up the Lords People as Bread, it ſhall be Gra- 
vel in their Bowels, The Time is coming when God 
will reckon with them for the Blood of all his Saints 
together. | 

In the midſt of Wars and Deſolations, God will .al- 
ways preſerve a Remnant, as in the time of this De- 
ſolation by: the Babylonians, Barunc, Ebelmelech and o- 
thers were preſerved, Jeremy let atliberty, treated ho- 
nourably by the Enemy: The Church was preſerved 
in Babylon; and after its Deſtruction reftore:l to the 
Land of Promiſe to Rebuild the Cities of Aab, Je— 
ruſulem, and the Temple, where ſome were preſer- 


ved alive to behold the Foundations of the Seca 


Temple, WBO had been Spectators of the Hirii. 

Let the Speculation of theſe wendertul Events En- 
courage us to expectthat God will preterve and deliver 
His Chureh in Preſent and Future, as he hath done in 
former Streights and Difficulties. If we our ſolves ſhould 
be encompaſſed with Afflictions, and deſire to eſcape, 


tet us carry it with Repentance, Submiſſion to the 


Will of God , dependance on his Providence, Zeal 


to his Glory, and conſtant fervent Prayers for his. 
Church. Let us ſeriouſly reflect upon that of the 
Prophet Zeph. II. 1. Gather your ſelves together, yea, g 
ther together, O Nation not deſired. Before the decree - 


bring forth; before the day paſs, as the (haf, before the 
frerce anger of the- Lord come upon ou, before the. day 
of the Lord's anger come upon gou. And whilſt the 


greater part pull down God's : Judgments with: the - 


LED 
Cords of their Stupidity and obſtinate Impenitaney ; 
let not the faithful Deſpair of their own ſafety, if they 
will follow the advice given in the next verſe. 2. Seel 
the Lord; yea, all ye pre. of the Earth, ſeek Righteouſneſs, 
ſeek Meekneſs, it may be ye may be bid in the day of the 
Lor d's anger. : 

So then there is a May be for our eſcape in the midſt 
of common Dangers. The Lord can touch the hearts 
of Encmies, and incline them to treat us more favour- 
ably than the corrupter part of the Church, who 
mock at ſuch as give themſelves up to Holinels, and 
(as the Jews did by Jeremy) create to them all the 
trouble they are able. God can make War and Capti- 
vity as means to advancement, as he did by Daniel,Ne- 
hemiah, and Eſther, &c. Or as to Ebedmelech, and Baruc, 
in the loſs ot all things elſe, give us our Lives for a 
Prey. And this ſhould ſuffice us; we: ſhould not 
promiſe our ſelves eaſe and worldly Conveniencies. 
Let us frequently reflect on what the Prophet ſays to 
Baruc, jer. XLV. 4, 5. Thus ſaith the Lord, Bebold, 
that which I have built will I break down, and that which 
1 have planted will I pluch up, even this whole- Land. 
And ſeelef thou great things for thy ſelf £ ſeeł them not, 
for behold I will bring evil upon all Fleſh, ſaith the Lord, 
but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey inall places 
whither thou goeſt. 23-4 1:14; 

The Deſolations of many and the danger of more, 
not to ſay al the Proteſtant Churches, is but too ma- 
nifeſt; the ordinary proper means of delivering theOne, 
or preſerving the Other doth not appear; however let 
us not Diſpair ; the Lord often thinks fit to uſe ways 
we think not of, but more wonderful, and ſo more 
for his own Glory and his Peoples Honour, Let 
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et us not then confine the All- wiſe and Almighty, to 


the meaſures which our finite Underſtandings think 
beſt ; that God by warlike Princes and numerous Ar- 
mies ſhall do the work; nay, tho” it be ſaid, Rev. 
XVII. The Kings ſhall hate the Whote, tear her fleſh, and. 
burn it with fire, ( whereof we may retain Ideas in 


our minds) but tho? battles ſhonld be loſt on the Chur- 


ches ſide; and ſuch means ſeem annihilated ; yet 
let our Faith live, and let as conſider, that the work. 
is in the Hands of the Lord of Hoſts ; and as 'tis ſaid, 


Rev. XVIII. 8. Strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 
Leaving then the work of the Churches Deliver- 


ance, and our own Safety to God; let us be allured, 
that in the midſt of all Calamities and Deſolations, 
the Church ſhall live, and we ſhall not be loſt; yea, 


tho? we loſe our Lives (for there is no abſolute pro- 


miſe of temporal Safety to particular Saints, its only 
a May be ye ſhall be hid ) yet with Faith, Hope, Pa- 
tience, Repentance, ſubmitting our ſelves to God, 


everlaſting Life is fire + Come what will come, it 
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nr mg in meaſure, that we may. not be brongbit to 
nanght. 
This is the great Point of Conſolation that we. 
ſhould always retain in our Minds, through the whole. 
Gurſe of our troubleſome Lives here, and in the 
Hour of Death. 
How then came it to paſs, that the Jewiſb Church, 
fpoken. of. in my Text, under the Violence, Inſults: 
and Deſolations of War; yet according to the Pray- 
yer of the Prophet, was not reduced to naught, but 


preſerved in, and delivered out of. Babylon #. "Twas: 
| | not. 


but God ſtir' | 
to proclaim Liberty to them to 
Land; and of Darius, to encourage and aſſiſt them 

in building the Temple and City of Artaxerxes, to 
"rebuild the ruined Walls of Fernſalem z as we read. in 
2 Chron. in Ezra, and Nehemiah. | 


| 
$ 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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not by any N of their own , or their Allies, 
up 


the Heart of Cyr: King of _ Per/ee, 
epart-into their own 


Behaving our ſelves as we have been taught, what- 


ever difficulties, or temporal deſtruction we meet 
with in this World, we ſhall not periſh Spiritually or 
Eternally. Nay, as the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. XI. 32. 
Our being chaſtened in the World, God will make a 
means of keeping us from being Condemned with the 


World. All theſe Exercifes and trials will not beag- 
gravated according to the deſert of our Sins, but 


Tempered by the Mercies of our God and Father, till 
we pals ſafely through them all into the Kingdom of 
his Glory; there the terrible Noiſe of the Bruit of War, 


ſhall be changed into Charming Halleluja'ss The 


Wrath of God ſhall be poured out upon Devils and 


Reprobates, wiiilſt we obtaining perfect Victory over 
all Enemies, the Fleſh, the World, Anti-chriſt, the 
Devil, Death, the Grave, ſhall Reign eternally in 
Glory, with, and by our Lord Jefus Chriſt. Unto 
whom with the Father, and the holy Spirit, be Ho- 
nour and Glory, from hence forth, and for ever. 
Amen. | 1 0 
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